Maha Samadhi of Sri Sri Sri Prabhuddananda Saraswathi Maharaj ji

His Holiness Sri Sri Sri Prabhuddananda Saraswathi Maharajji (Sri Sri Sri Gopala Krishna Swamy) attained
Maha Samadhi on the 11th of June 2020.His Holiness was also fondly known to His Devotees the World
over as Gopala Baba, Swamy or just Baba.
On the next day, 12th June 2020 , the Samadhi rituals were performed with great devotion, at Sri Soma Sai
Skanda Ashram, strictly following the instructions ordained by His Holiness himself to the devotees on
different occasions
The following were the rituals to be performed on Samadhi as ordained by Him:
 To be seated in Padmasanaa posture with new clothes like how His Holiness used to be dressed
while performing “Rudrabhishekam” to the Chandramouleeshwara Lingam.
 To Inform all the devotees about Swamy’s Maha Samadhi.
 Rudrabhishekam should be performed to His Holiness and the Rudhrabhishekam water needs to
be put in the Kalyani (a small pond) in the Ashram premises.
 Swamy should be taken for a procession around the Samadhi of His Mother and around the
Temple 3 times in a Silver Palanquin.
 Swamy should be rested in the Samadhi Sthala, which has been made inside the Kamakshi
Garbha Gudi (Sanctum Sanctorum) of the Temple.
 The following items to be placed inside the Samadhi along with His Holiness:
 Chandramouleeshwara Lingam, which was given by Sri Sathya Sai Baba to His Holiness on
November 23rd,1991 by appearing in paranormal form in the Sai Mandiram in Girinagar,
Bengaluru. His Holiness himself used to perform Rudrabhishekam to the
Chandramouleeshwara Lingam for twenty five years on every Monday morning and on
every Shiva Rathri day.

 Akshaya Vibhuthi container given by Sri Sathya Sai Baba to Swamy for His personal use.
The specialty of this container is whenever the lid is opened, the Vibhuthi overflows
from the container. This was witnessed by lot of Devotees. But after Swamy’s Maha
Samadhi, the overflow of Vibhuthi stopped.

 Navaneetha Narthana Krishna (Dancing Krishna) idol materialized and given by Sri
Sathya Sai Baba to Swamy on a Krishna Janmashtami day while Swamy was singing
“Mita Smita Sundara Mukharavinda, Nachao Nandalaalaa” Bhajan.

 A collection of Saligramas (iconic symbol of Lord Vishnu).

 Narasimha Saligrama to be kept in His palms in Dhyana Mudra.
 A small marble idol of Sri Adi Shankaracharyato be kept , for which the pooja was done
at the Samadhi Sthal of Sri Adi Shankaracharya behind the Kedarnath Temple.

 The idols of Panduranga Vittal and Rakhumayi brought from Pandharpur along with a
Tulsi Mala.
 One Kambal (shawl): This was given by a Saint to a family in Thane nearly 25 years back
and asked to protect it. 2 years back the lady from this family had a dream in which Sri
Swamy Samarth had informed her to handover the Kambal to Sri Gopala Krishna Swamy
(Sri Prabhuddananda Saraswathi Maharaj) in Bangalore. The Kambal was handed over to
Swamy and which Swamy asked to keep it in Samadhi.

 Swamy should be bound with Silver strings starting from His toes and take it around His body
and join the strings on top of His Head. The Silver strings should pass through a hole made at
the center of the Granite Slab and place the Granite Slab on top of the Samadhi. This Silver
strings should touch the base of the Panipeetham with the Shiva Lingam from Narmada river,
which will be placed on the Samadhi.
 Vishnu Sahasra Naama (a Sanskrit hymn which contains a list of thousand names of Lord
Vishnu) and Shiva Sahasra Naama (list of a thousand names of Lord Shiva) to be chanted by
devotees when Samadhi process is being done.
 Vibhuthi, Perfume (Athar), Natural Camphor, Turmeric and Gingelly oil to be put one after the
other, inside the Samadhi till the surface top.
 To keep the Shiva Lingam on top of the Samadhi and perform Abhishekam. After the rituals
are completed, devotees to take bath in the Kalyani.
 Maha Prasadam to be distributed to all present.
 Aaradhana
Ardha Mandala Pooja to be performed for 54 days (Mandala Pooja is for 108 days
and Ardha Mandala Pooja is for 54 days).
Aaradhana on 54th day should be celebrated.
All the devotees from all over the world should be invited for the Aaradhana.
Vastra Daana (donating clothes) should be done on the Aaradhana day.

The following events took place during the Maha Samadhi of Sri Prabhuddananda Swamy on 11th
and 12th June 2020.
1. Sri Prabhuddananda Saraswathi Maharaj left his Kosh (the material body) on 11th of June 2020
at 1pm in Sri Soma Sai Skanda Ashram.
2. After His Holiness left his Kosh, He was made to sit in a Padmasana position keeping His hands in
Dhyana Mudra. He was seated on a Simhasana (Throne) made of wood. HE had kept this
Simhasana ready for His Samadhi. Eka Dandam (a stick with a Saffron cloth tied at the top) was
also kept in His Hands. This Eka Dandam is carried by Advaitha Sanyasis to signify Jeeva-Brahma
Aikyam.
3. The Simhasana was placed in the living area of Swamy’s House for the Darshan for all His
devotees. Swamy instructed that the Maha Samadhi rituals need to be completed within 24
hours after He leaves the body.

4. All the devotees were intimated about the Maha Samadhi of Swamy.
5. Planned to give a live video on Facebook.
6. Meanwhile, the arrangements for the Maha Samadhi were started with removing the Granite
slab on top of the Samadhi inside Kamakshi Garbha Gudi.

7. While His body was kept for Darshan, a list of devotional songs (3 songs selected by Swamy) and
GKS bhajans were played continuously throughout the night and the following day.
8. Large Quantities of Vibhuthi had been brought from Girinagar, Bangalore to Skanda Ashram, and
placed in the Temple. Camphor, Gingelly Oil tins, and Ashta Bandhan (to fix the Shiva Lingam on
the Samadhi) were also placed inside the temple. All these items were arranged by Swamy 10
years back for this day.
9. On 12th of June 2020, the Maha Samadhi of Swamy started by 8.30 am.
10. A big dais was prepared in front of Sri Sathya Sai Baba’s statue in front of Swamy’s house. Swamiji
had already made a very big metal pan (which is generally used for Jaggery making) ready which
can be used while doing Rudrabhishekam to His body. The big metal pan was kept on top of the
dais so that all devotees can watch the Rudrabhishekam performed to Swamy’s body.
11. So, Swamy’s body was kept on another Stainless Steel Simhasan which was placed on the large
metal pan which was placed on the dais.

12. As the Rudram was being chanted, Rudrabhishekam was performed to Swamy.
13. The Rudrabhishekam was done with water collected from Kailas-Manasa Sarovar, Ganga,
Yamuna, Sindhu, Saraswathi, Narmada and Kaveri rivers. No other water was used during the
Rudrabhishekam.

14. After the Rudrabhishekam, new Kashaya clothes were put on Swamy. Swamy had received a
Kaupinam from Palani temple which had been adorned on the Murugan idol and Abhishekam was
done. The same Kaupinam (a small piece of loincloth worn as undergarment) was put on to
Swamy.
15. During Swamy’s Alankar (decoration) all devotees were continuously chanting the Guru Manthra
given by Him (Sri Prabhuddananda Saraswathi Maharaj) - “Om Sri Sai Chandramouleeswara
Pahimam Rakshamam”

16. The Rudrabhishekam water collected in the large metal pan was sprinkled over all the devotees
present and the water was mixed in the Kalyani (a small pond) in Ashram.
17. The Chandramoulishwara Linga was placed around His neck in the form of Mala. Swamy was
decorated with different Rudraksh Malas. With 9 small Saligramas a mala was made and that was
also put around His neck.

18. A small Kamakshi Idol was kept in His palms during the procession.

19. A silver Palanquin (Palki) was decorated with different flowers. Swamy was seated in the
Palanquin and made ready for the procession.

20. Collection of Saligramas placed in a silver container and a list of items which need to be placed
inside Samadhi were also carried in procession along with Palanquin.

21. Swamy’s Palanquin first made 3 Pradakshinas around Swamy’s Mother’s Samadhi.

22. After that the Palanquin was taken around the Kamakshi Temple for 3 Pradakshinas. During these
Pradakshinas, Bhajans were sung by the devotees with great fervour and Aarathi was performed

to Swamy after each Pradakshina, in front of the temple and devotees offered their respects and
prayers to Swamy’s physical frame – Divine body.

23. After the 3 Pradakshinas around the temple the Palanquin entered the temple and Swamy was
placed in the middle of the Hall for the darshan.

24. Swamy was taken inside the Garbha Gudi and placed on the Wooden Simhasan which was kept
in the Samadhi Sthala.

25. Swamy was bound with Silver string starting from His both the toes and going around His body
till His head and joined both the strings on top of His Head and twisted so that they won’t get
separated.
26. The Silver string was passed through the small hole made in the middle of the Granite Slab with
enough length coming out.
27. Devotees could have the last darshan of Swamy before the Samadhi and aarathi was done.

28. All the devotees seated in the temple hall chanted Shiva Sahasranama and Vishnu Sahasranama
and Bhajans till the completion of the Samadhi.
29. As per Swamy’s instructions the last rituals of Swamy while placing inside Samadhi were not to be
photographed, hence no video recording and Photos taking were not allowed.
30. After the Aarathi and the last Darshan, the Garbha Gudi doors were closed. Swamy along with
Simhasan was lowered in the Samadhi with ropes and were pulled off after the placement.
31. Inside the Samadhi first Turmeric was put for some time. Afterwards the Samadhi was filled with
Vibhuthi along with Gingelly oil. While Vibhuthi and Gingelly oil got mixed forming a paste, Natural
Camphor was also added to it. The same process was followed till the Vibhuthi and Oil mixed
reached till the brim of the Samadhi. All those inside the Garbha Gudi had the Darshan of Swamy
till HE was submerged in Vibhuthi.
32. After the Samadhi was filled with Vibhuthi and other items, on the top, all the Saligramas were
kept. 108 Shiva Lingams and 2 Bana Lingams brought from Narmada River were also placed along
with Saligramas. After that Vishesha Pooja was performed with Bilwa and Tulasi leaves by
chanting Shiva and Vishnu Ashtotharams.

33. After the pooja was completed the large black granite stone was put on top of the Samadhi with
the Silver string coming out through the small hole. A cement paste was put on the side walls of
the Samadhi so that the Granite stone can get stick to it.
34. Afterwards, on the black granite stone slab stands the Panipeetham with the Shiva Lingam from
Narmada river (Bana lingam) touching the Silver String at the base. Ashta bandhan was put
around the Panipeetham so that it gets stuck to the Samadhi permanently.

35. After the completion of Samadhi, Abhishekam was done to Shiva Lingam and then Gopal Baba
Arathi was performed. All the devotees were requested to have Prasadam after the Aarathi.

36. After the Aarathi, the Temple was kept open for the Darshan of Swamy, in the form of Shiva
Linga for all His Devotees.
37. After the Aarathi, devotees sprinkled the water from Kalyani on their heads and some took a dip
in Kalyani. Afterwards Prasadam was served for all.

38. With this the Maha Samadhi of Sri Sri Sri Prabhuddananda Saraswathi Maharaji, also fondly
known the World over to His devotees as ‘Gopala Baba’ was concluded to mark a NEW
BEGINNING.

THE NEW BEGINNING

All the materials, resources and pooja articles for this day of His Maha Samadhi,
were arranged by Swamy Himself in sufficient quantities many years back and He
mentally trained His devotees on how to perform the Samadhi rituals. While the
word “Death” brings shivers in the material world, the same word is a joyous
occasion for the Divine.
For Swamy had remarked many times – “My Real Work begins after I shed my
Physical Body”
PRAISE BE TO GOPALA BABA,THE EVERLOVING COMPASSIONATE ONE………….
-----------------Sri Sri Sri Prabhuddananda Saraswathi Maharaj Ki JAI-------------------

